
approved medication to 
treat an infestation of adult 
heartworms. It is an arsenic 
derivative and is given to 
dogs by injection. Your 
veterinarian will take x-
rays of your dog’s chest 
and perform some lab work 
to determine the severity of 
the infection and how many 
injections your pet will 
need. Some agencies that 
will use the “slow kill” way 
to treat adult heartworms. 
Most veterinary 
cardiologists do not 
recommend this technique, 
because it allows the adult 
worms to ruin the heart 
pulmonary vessels with 
hypertension. These are 
permanent changes to the 
vessels and do not go away 
after the worms have been 
killed. This technique 
maybe used when a pet is 
sick, old or unable to 
handle the immiticide 
injections.  
 
What about my cat and 
heartworms? 
Cats do not get heartworm 
disease as easily as dogs as 
they are an atypical host for 
the parasite. Cats with adult 
heartworms typically have 
just one to three parasites 
and many cats will have no 
adult worms present. 
Immature worms can still 
cause real damage and cats 
can have an acute death  
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are deposited into the new 
host. It takes about 6 
months for the worms to 
reach maturity and they 
can live for years in hosts.  
 
What can I do to prevent 
my pet from getting 
heartworms? 

All dogs in Florida 
should be on heartworm 
prevention year round. 
We are fortunate to have a 
sub-tropical climate and it 
is never cold long enough 
to kill our mosquito 
population. Heartworm 
prevention manufacturers 
and all our veterinarians 
recommend pets be 
checked annually for 
heartworms with a simple 
blood test. There are 
topical preventives and 
oral medications, both of 
which are to be given 
monthly. Both of these 
medications are available 
with flea and tick 
medications for your 
convenience. 
 
My dog has been 
diagnosed with 
heartworm disease, what 
can be done? 
Immiticide is the only 
 
 

Heartworm Disease: 
The Silent Killer 

 

Most people are 
well aware of their own 
high blood pressure or 
hypertension. This is not a 
health problem that people 
feel on their own, a doctor 
must diagnose it with 
specific tests to identify 
the medical condition. 
Heartworm disease in dogs 
must be diagnosed the 
same way with specific 
tests. It is caused by a 
worm that lives in the 
heart, lungs and associated 
blood vessel. The worm is 
about the same size as 
spaghetti and can grow up 
to a foot long. The adult 
worms cause severe lung 
damage, heart failure, and 
damage to other organs of 
the body. The body’s 
immune system will 
attempt to expel the 
parasite causing a change 
in the walls of the blood 
vessels thus affecting the 
pet’s health and quality of 
life. Heartworm is 
transmitted via mosquitos. 
When a mosquito bites and 
takes a blood meal from an 
infected animal, it picks up 
baby heartworms, 
microfilaria. When the 
mosquito bites another cat 
or dog, the small worms 

By: Wade Matthews, D.V.M. 
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Heartworm Cont’d 

situation due to the way 
their immune system works 
with the parasite. There are 
several different types of 
heartworm preventatives 
made specifically for cats, 
both topical and oral. The 
Animal Hospital of 
Dunedin and the University 
of Florida recommend that 
our feline friends be on 
heartworm preventative 
year round like their canine 
counter parts. There is 
currently no treatment for 
feline heartworm disease. 
 

Heartworm is 
palpable disease here in 
Florida and no state is 
heartworm free. The 
treatment is hard on pets 
and expensive for pet 
parents. Monthly 
heartworm preventative is 
inexpensive and easily 
obtainable through your 
veterinarian. If your pet is 
not currently on prevention 
please reach out to our 
hospital to find out which 
option is best for your pet 
to help keep them 
heartworm free. We are 
happy to assist you and 
answer any questions you 
may have! 
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Please join us in welcoming Dr. 
Allison Schnoke to the Animal 

Hospital of Dunedin Team 

 
 

Dr. Allison Schnoke, DVM, CVA is a 
Veterinarian at the Animal Hospital of Dunedin. She 
graduated from the University of Florida with her 
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine in 2011 and attended 
Affiliated Veterinary Specialists in Maitland, FL for her 
rotating internship. Her areas of professional interest 
include Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine, 
preventative medicine, dermatology, soft-tissue surgery, 
critical care, and pain management. 

 
Knowing she wanted to pursue her dream as a 

veterinarian, Dr. Schnoke began working in the 
veterinary field in 1998 as a Veterinary Assistant. She 
says the best parts of her job are forming relationships 
with both people and animals. 

 
Growing up on the East Coast of Florida in a 

town called Rockledge, Dr. Schnoke recently moved 
from Raleigh, NC where she worked as an ER 
veterinarian and a medical director for the past 6 years. 
She shares her home with her shelter dog, Willow, and 
rescue cat, Krysta. In her spare time she enjoys running 
with her dog, golfing, and going on adventures to places 
she’s never been. A fun fact about Dr. Schnoke is that she 
is learning to sail and plans on retiring on a sailboat one 
day. 
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Animal Hospital of 
Dunedin 
1355 Pinehurst Rd 
Dunedin, FL 34698 

Phone:  727-733-9351 
Fax:       727-733-8165 
E-mail:   
 
 
 

 

“Caring for pets with 
love and kindness” 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ahofd.com 

 

AnimalHospitalofDunedin@gmail.com 


